BASICS FOR LIVING THE NORMAL CHRISTIAN LIFE
4.  “Let’s Rest in the Sovereignty of God’s Plan!”
Romans 9:1-11:36
Introduction:
With the closing words of Chapter 8 still ringing in our ears that “nothing will be able to separate us from the love of God” and “none can bring any charge against God’s elect…” suddenly we sense a fly in the ointment.  If that is true, then what about the Jew?  Aren’t they also loved of God?  Aren’t they God’s elect…His chosen?  If they have been the chosen of God, the elect people of God, why haven’t they become devoted followers of Christ?  Has God failed them?  Doesn’t the Old Testament testify that God has bound Himself to the Jews by solemn unconditional covenant promises?  Are these just paper promises since the Jew was not responding to Paul’s gospel of grace through faith alone?
Some Christians today further claim that God has wiped out the covenant rights and privileges of the Jewish people.  Some have called this “replacement theology” in that the church has replaced Israel.  Where and how does Israel and the Jew fit in the redemptive plan of God?  Responds with remnant theology.  (Others the church has no right to claim promises in O.T.—all belongs to Israel.  Focus of God is on Israel, church is just a parenthesis until it is raptured out, and then God will fulfill promises to Israel)
In Chapters 9-11 Paul reminds us again “I am not ashamed of the Gospel/good news—for it is the power of God to salvation!  Salvation is the power of God—as such we must understand God’s sovereignty and God’s plans.  God has not broken His covenant promises to the Jew; they are fulfilled in Christ to all Abraham’s children, both Jew and Gentile. 
I.   WHEN GOD PROMISES, HE HAS THE FREEDOM TO DETERMINE THE RECIPIENTS. (9:1-33)
Think about the issue Paul is facing.  By the time he writes this letter (56 A.D.) the Jewish people as a chosen nation are not responding to salvation in Christ thru faith—not by law, traditions, and works.  God has opened the door to the Gentiles directly, without the expectation that these must first become circumcised Jews!  Has God by-passed them?  Has He lost control?  Within the church there as been tension between – legalistic Jewish Christians and Gentile Christians.  How do we understand this lack of response?
A. God has not failed the Jew, rather He fulfilled His plan for the world. (9:1-18)
1. God’s faithfulness to Israel has been displayed (1-5)
· Paul naturally yearned for the salvation of his own race.  Great sorrow.  But God has been faithful:  Adoption, glory, covenants, laws, service, promises, Father, Messiah.  He did what He promised in spite of.

· (vs. 5) The Jew must remember: elected—for what purpose?  Gen. 12:3

2. (6-13) Has the word/promises of God failed?  Had not the promises been given only to the Jew/Israelite?   Some people think so, church can not claim O.T. promises.  Key verse: (6) Not all Israelites of the flesh are Israel of the Spirit.  It’s not Abraham’s sperm, but God’s promises.
· (9:8) The promises were not merely given to the physical descendants of Abraham as such—Ishmael excluded.  Esau the choice is God’s – not only exclusion, but inclusion (Gal. 3:29, 4:28)
· The choice was made well before the children were born and whether they had done good or evil.  The determining factor is God’s purpose.  Election does not depend on our works, but on him who calls. (11-12)
3. (14-18)  Was God unjust to choose Jacob and not Esau before they were born, apart from their behavior?  Not at all!  It’s not a question of justice—both are sinners, had no claim on God?  No they need mercy!
·  (16) People are hopeless and helpless sinners – God has to step in!  God has the first word, initiating action in which we play our part for good or bad.

B.   God kept His promises to the Jew, but they stumbled by not receiving God’s promise by faith – God’s way.  (9:19-33)
1. Is then, God unjust in punishing the wicked, seeing that no one can possibly resist God’s will?  Not at all.  (19-21)  No one has any right to find fault with God!  God is the potter.  God has the freedom to decide as to whom receives promises.  The clay does not dictate to the potter. (22-24) Out of the same lump of clay God makes one lump for honor—another, dishonor.  (A vase holding flowers, pot in which to cook beans)  If God needs one style of pottery to display His anger, another to show glorious goodness—isn’t that all right?
· Trespass – Disobedience, sin, condemnation, death

· Free Gift – obedience, forgiveness, righteousness, life 
2.  The distinguishing factor between two groups – faith in Christ.  I’ll call nobodies and make them somebodys call unloved and make them loved.
· (27) The Jew was seeking for God in their own way – a remnant.  They stumbled over the very object of God’s promise—promise is not to be pets holding on to some land in Palestine.  Through you all – families of earth be blessed.  The true Israel – Abraham spiritual children – includes both Jew/Gentile – share faith.
II. WE COME TO GOD HIS WAY, OR WE DO NOT COME AT ALL  (Ro.10:1-21)
(Promises not just to Israel by descent but Israel of promise)  In Chapter 10, Paul continues to wrestle with the problem of Israel’s unbelief concerning God’s grace by faith in Jesus alone.  Chapt. 9 emphasizes the sovereignty of God – salvation can only happen by God’s power, His plan, purpose—Now Chapt. 10 stresses man’s responsibility as well.  Salvation is all of God but man remains accountable to Him of their response for faith in Jesus.
A. God isn’t looking for religious fervor, but receptivity of His Savior. (1-13)
1.  Recognize the Jewish error—They had great religious zeal – but while focusing on their goodness and religious effort they refuse to come to God – His way.  God’s righteousness – forgiveness of sin—blood of Jesus, receive God’s life – resurrected Lord living in them.  Christ is the end of the law.  Being right with God has nothing to do with goodness. (1-4)
2. (5-13) Rely on God’s truth.  Moses said: If you rely on the law, you’d better live by them all—perfectly.  Righteousness by or Faith:
· You do not have to climb to Heaven to find salvation (recruit a Messiah) – God came to us, nor do you have to raise Christ up from the dead.  (9-13)  So simple, accessible to everyone.
· Salvation has to do what we escape from (wrath).  Righteousness has to do with what we become. Near to all—accessible.  (The word that saves us is right here—a word of faith!  Jesus is my master; I embrace what you have done for me and in me by His resurrection.)  

B. When the good news is delivered, the recipient is responsible. (14-21)
1. “Reckon” (count) “consider”, “accept” it as true.  Bookkeeping term.  Accounting 
· Vs. 16 – The Jew cannot say, we had no opportunity, no warning! (11-12-13)
· How do non-believers come to establish a faith in God’s righteousness?
2.  Confess that Jesus is “Adonai” – the Jehovah of O.T.  Sincerely believe in His resurrection from the dead.  Salvation is yours – Jew/Gentile.
3. But faith in this gospel depends on hearing it—someone needs to proclaim it – requires the dispatch of missionaries, evangelists.  (Did they not hear?)
4. (18-21) – The Jew has heard, but refuse to believe – therefore, God is provoking and angering them by choosing Gentiles to receive His promises and righteousness – coming His way – not to law/faith.  The only way anyone can stand before a Holy God – Jew or Gentile – is by having a righteousness that comes from God.

III.   GOD’S PURPOSE, POWER AND PROMISES FOR ISRAEL (11:1-36)
         Has God cast away His people—forever?  Chapt. 9 questions: Has the Word of God failed?  Is the righteousness that comes by faith contrary to God’s promise?

· No, true people of God are not according to the flesh—but according to promise.  God has not abandoned His people.  There remains a remnant (not replacement theology, but remnant theology).
· Nor is there a separate method of salvation for Jews and Gentiles (Chpt. 10).  Don’t ever believe that the church is an after thought of God when Jews rejected Christ.  It’s not the Jew and the church, can’t claim promises.

· Eph. 2:13-21 – makes it clear—Jew/Gentile form one new man—body of Christ—church.

· So, what about the Jew today?  Is Israel’s national existence merely an amazing phenomena without significance or does God have a plan?  Remember Paul’s theme:  Gospel is the power of God unto salvation.

A. Israel remains in a remnant chosen by grace (1-10)
1. How can you say Israel was rejected when the church began with Jews?
· A remnant chosen by grace – 11:6 – builds on Chapt. 9.  Elect are remnant is by grace, not works—the rest are blinded.  Israel as a nation did not attain God’s salvation by faith in Christ, but those elected by God did.
2.  (7-10) Israel failed to obtain what was constantly looking for because in their zealousness they sought it by works—the elect believed.
     B.   Since salvation is by the plan, purpose and power of God, Israel still has hope (11-24)
                 1.   (11) “Did they stumble over Christ so as to be cast away?”—beyond recovery?
· Get an insight into God’s plan – Their stumbling has opened the door to greater receptivity of Gentiles – less internal struggle – Judaizers.
· As time goes on, the Jew will become jealous.  Christian become better acquainted with Old Testament than the…become jealous when they begin to see how God is blessing Gentiles – Christians bless them.

2.  (17-29)  The history of Gentiles coming into God’s family can be illustrated by an olive tree.  Natural branches are broken off so that branches from olive tree could be grafted in.  Not the church grafted in—but Gentiles—big mistake—the church is not plan “B” (Eph. 1:4).  (“church” came into existence when Holy Spirit poured out….children of Abraham who believe God’s promise=church)
3.  (20-24) Broken off because of unbelief, you stand fast only thru faith.

· No bragging rights – all by God’s power (Jew/Gentile

· Notice the criteria to be grafted in again – 11:23 Faith.

· The issue here is not between the church and Israel.  It has to do with Jew and Gentile being in the family of God.
  C.   In the depts. Of God’s mercy, He still has plans for Israel. (11:25-36)
1. God’s mystery:  A hardening of the heart – until the full number of Gentiles come in.
· Paul sees this rejection of by Israel as a part of God’s plan to open the door unencumbered to the Gentiles.

· Mystery- the Prophet declared that Israel was to be a light to Gentiles – question was how would they come in? (Eph. 3).  (Insiders/outsiders all stand on the same ground before God.  Some offer, some promises in Christ Jesus.  The message is accessible and welcoming to everyone)
· Full number – All those God has chosen for salvation have been saved.

· All Israel be saved – Remnant, Gentiles in Christ and an unbelieving nation will have turned to Christ in Faith. (23)

2.  Israel’s hope is in the power of God

· (28-29)  Notice 2 ways the Jews are described by Paul

· Enemies of Gospel….Beloved because of election.  The gifts and call of God are irrevocable—never cancelled, never rescinded.  (Chosen for what?  Blessed by God to be a blessing for God).  Without repentance the fact that God chose Israel as a nation continues to stand as a peculiar nation. (Gen. 17:7)  God has not turned His kindness away from the Jewish nation.  He is not contrasting Gospel with election but refers back to their election in Abraham in contrast to rest of world.
· (32) It is the mercy of God alone that saves – all men stand guilty.  God is bound to no one, thus He is free to give mercy to any one.

· Both Jew and Gentile obtain salvation from no other source than the mercy of God.
Conclusion:

Having explained God’s grace, mercy and mystery Paul can do nothing else but praise God.  All we can do is humbly stand in awe of the wonder of God’s plan, purposes, promises, power and provision.  None of us can boast of ourselves as though we merit anything.  Don’t deprive God His right to do whatever He wills as though He’s in debt to us.
